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The St Vincent de Paul Society is a lay Catholic organisation that aspires to live the gospel message by serving Christ in the 

poor with love, respect, justice, hope and joy, and by working to shape a more just and compassionate society.

Welcome to our first newsletter for 2026! The Vinnies Schools Engagement team looks forward to working 

with you and your community this year as we continue to contribute to the Good Works of the Society, putting 

faith into action and being the hands of service for others.

Christmas Appeal 2025: Thank You

Thank you to the schools who supported the 2025 Vinnies Christmas 

Appeal. Vinnies staff and local Conference members received a very 

positive response to the Appeal at the end of last year.

The Society is sincerely grateful for the generosity shown to individuals 

and families experiencing hardship during the festive season. Your 

support has enabled Vinnies to provide practical and immediate support.

We look forward to working with you again in 2026.

Vinnies Term 1 Teacher Zoom Meeting

All primary and secondary teachers/Vinnies contacts are invited to attend a Zoom meeting 

to learn more about the work of Vinnies and the Schools team, Winter and Christmas 

Appeals and how your school can contribute to the mission of the Society throughout the 

year. There will also be an opportunity for a Q&A.

Wednesday, 4 March 3:30-4:30pm. Zoom link: https://bit.ly/schoolvinnies26 

• Catholic Schools Parramatta Diocese Encounter Day (Years 5-12):

Monday, 22 June (St John Paul II Catholic College, Nirimba Fields)

• Mini Vinnies Formation Day (Years 4-6): 

ACU Strathfield. Details coming soon!

Metro Schools Engagement Team

Chris Nolan: Sydney Archdiocese 
(except regions listed below)

  chris.nolan@vinnies.org.au     0408 622 294

Roydon Ng: Parramatta Diocese
(& Sydney: Liberty Plains/Auburn)

  roydon.ng@vinnies.org.au     0487 001 186

Ketaki (Ket) Wasnikar: Broken Bay Diocese 
(& Sydney: Macquarie; Northern Suburbs; Western Suburbs)

  ketaki.wasnikar@vinnies.org.au     0477 440 567

Vinnies Merchandise Orders for 2026
To order Mini Vinnies badges, prayer cards and 

other items, please email a completed order form to 

supplycentre@vinnies.org.au.

VINNIES IS HERE TO HELP

Call 13 18 12

Term 1 Social Justice Calendar

• World Day of Social Justice (20 February)

• Harmony Week (16-22 March)

• Youth Homelessness Matters Day (15 April)

• Youth Week (16-26 April)

2026 

Events!
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Vinnies Schools Social Justice Workshops

Our workshops are designed to facilitate meaningful engagement in social justice 

issues and provide opportunities for participants to put their faith into action. 

• Homelessness and Cost of Living

• Human Dignity and Catholic Social Teaching

• Environmental Stewardship

• Migrants and Refugees

A booking fee applies to the above ($200 GST exempt; minimum 1 hour duration) with whole day staff/teacher 

bookings being $500. More information is available on the Vinnies Social Justice Workshop flyer or by contacting 

your Schools Engagement Officer.

Does your primary school have a Mini Vinnies group?

Mini Vinnies is a fantastic way to empower primary school students to become 

advocates within their school and local community by putting their values into 

action. Contact your Schools Engagement Officer for more information or view 

our Mini Vinnies Starter Kit (https://bit.ly/MiniVinniesStarterKit23)

Don’t forget to use our new Mini Vinnies song! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMezYUVPSK8

Metropolitan Vinnies Van Services – Opportunities for Schools

Van Services Roster (ages 16+)

Sydney: Sydney, Bayside, Liverpool, 

Ryde, Cumberland, Brekky Van

Parramatta: Greater Western Sydney

Broken Bay: Woy Woy

Sandwich Making Rosters

Sydney | Bayside | Liverpool | Ryde

Greater Western Sydney

NEW!  Van Day Services

Small groups of two or three teachers and/or 

parents are needed to join the roster for the 

Vans Day Services at Haymarket (Mondays), Eastlakes (fortnightly 
Tuesdays), Maroubra (Thursdays) and Merrylands (Thursdays).

Woy Woy Van & Cumberland (Merrylands) Van

Volunteers are needed to assist with the Woy Woy & Cumberland 

Vans Service (day, night and sandwiches).

Snack Pack/Toiletry Pack Donations

Our Vans services are always in need of items for snack packs and toiletry 

packs or completed packs. Donations can be dropped off by appointment to the 

Lewisham, Greystanes, Mount Pritchard, West Ryde or Woy Woy bases.

To drop off donations or to join a roster, please email Viniana Tamanitoakula: 

sydneyvv@vinnies.org.au. 

More information about Vinnies Vans is at www.vinnies.org.au/nsw/find-help/vinnies-vans

Let us do without hesitation 

whatever good lies at our hands.

Blessed Frederic Ozanam
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Resources for Schools
Social Justice factsheets, Mini Vinnies materials and Appeal details: https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au/resources/ 

Book a Workshop
https://bit.ly/vinniesschoolworkshops

Did You Know?
Vinnies Vans gave out 

70,000 snack packs last 

year across Sydney.

https://bit.ly/MiniVinniesStarterKit23
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMezYUVPSK8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-z_0uJ3LH1NY_NZlycSscDtGb4aOFUu0LsA-j-oFQdU/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.z6ne0og04bp5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1owS13RXHYnYQZxNkoiftlz9jb8OM4mrhA4LQcD2NNyw/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.z6ne0og04bp5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13fzyfjEy39k1EtXZOCA8ISmH3oWcCK3WPb4EqS9TFJw/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14NWOByZj6171rLRQNkpJGGeRY5zlPZEBBdfMhW6VGrE/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.z6ne0og04bp5
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The Vinnies Service Medallion (VSM) recognises and celebrates the contributions of 

secondary students to community service, leadership, advocacy and fundraising. The VSM 

provides a clear and flexible framework for students to engage in social justice while 

acknowledging their impact through a formal award. 

2026 Registrations
VSM 2026 registrations remain open, and we are excited to see schools already joining us for 

another inspiring year. With more than 500 students recognised in 2025, we look forward to 

celebrating even more young people for their service across NSW. The registration process is 

quick and can be completed online, with a hardcopy for student registrations also available. 

Once registered, participants can continue supporting Vinnies through their usual activities or 

begin their service journey, knowing their efforts will be acknowledged throughout the year.

School Registration form: https://forms.office.com/r/wsGcC5YECS

Student Participant Registration: 

https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au/vinnies-service-medallion 

VSM Information Session
We are excited to invite schools, staff, community groups and other interested organisations to 

join us for this online session on Tuesday, 10 March 2026 from 3:30 to 4:15 pm. This webinar 

will introduce the Vinnies Service Medallion, outline the new guidelines for 2026, and highlight 

the supportive resources available to supervisors and participants. We also intend to share 

insights from those already involved in the program, offering a helpful look at how VSM is being 

put into practice across different settings.

A dedicated Q+A portion will give attendees the chance to seek further guidance and ask any 

questions they may have. We encourage all who support young people in service to join us for 

this informative and energising session.

Register here: https://events.humanitix.com/2026-vsm-information-session

Further Information

Please contact your Schools Engagement Officer to organise a meeting to discuss the VSM. 

Further details are also at https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au/vinnies-service-medallion/ 
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Further Information

Please contact your Schools Engagement Officer to find out what Vinnies events are 

happening during NSW Youth Week. Visit https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au for details.

https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au/
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