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The St Vincent de Paul Society is a lay Catholic organisation that aspires to live the gospel 
message by serving Christ in the poor with love, respect, justice, hope and joy, and by working 
to shape a more just and compassionate society. 
 
We thank you for your ongoing support and look forward to working with your school 
during Term 3. 
 

Winter Appeal 2025: No One Chooses to be Homeless 

 

Thank you to the many schools who have so far participated in this 
year’s Winter Appeal. Vinnies Conferences, Support Centres and 
Services have received many generous donations, and it has been 
wonderful to see School Sleepout events occurring. 
 
It is not too late to get your school community involved. Appeal 
information and resources are available at 
https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au/winterappeal 
 
Please contact your local Vinnies Conference, Vinnies Support Centre, 
or the nominated Vinnies Service receiving your donations to arrange 
collection or drop off. 

School Winter Sleepouts 
Vinnies Sleepouts give you a glimpse into the realities of homelessness by ‘sleeping 
rough’ for a night, or an afternoon, to learn about and raise awareness/funds for 
preferred Vinnies' homelessness services or Conferences. This experience 
challenges your sense of “home” and offers unique insights into the issues faced by 
people experiencing homelessness.  
 
A Vinnies Schools team member is available to speak at your school during 
business hours, and a Vinnies Conference member can be arranged to speak at 
your school after hours for evening events. 
 
Registration and resources: https://fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/create-your-own-vinnies-school-sleepout 

Vinnies Metropolitan Schools Team 
Chris Nolan: Sydney Archdiocese  
(except regions listed below) 

✉  chris.nolan@vinnies.org.au   ☎  0408 622 294 

 
Roydon Ng: Parramatta Diocese 
(& Sydney: Liberty Plains/Auburn, Kingsgrove-Bankstown) 

✉  roydon.ng@vinnies.org.au   ☎  0487 001 186 

 
Ketaki (Ket) Wasnikar: Broken Bay Diocese  
(& Sydney: Western Suburbs) 

✉  ketaki.wasnikar@vinnies.org.au   ☎  0477 440 567 

Term 3 Social Justice Days 
 
• Homelessness Week (4-10 August) 

• Social Justice Sunday (31 August) 

• Season of Creation (September) 

• Frederic Ozanam Feast Day (9 September) 

• RU OK? Day (11 September) 

• St Vincent de Paul Feast Day  

(27 September) 

• Anti-Poverty Week (12-18 October) 

 

Vinnies is Here to Help! 

If anyone in your school community requires support including food, energy, and utility bills, rent and housing 
assistance; please contact our Vinnies Support Hotline on 13 18 12 or find your local Vinnies Support Centre 

at www.vinnies.org.au/nsw/find-help/vinnies-support-centres 

https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au/winterappeal
https://fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/create-your-own-vinnies-school-sleepout
mailto:chris.nolan@vinnies.org.au
mailto:roydon.ng@vinnies.org.au
mailto:ketaki.wasnikar@vinnies.org.au
http://www.vinnies.org.au/nsw/find-help/vinnies-support-centres
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Mini Vinnies Gathering – 24 July 
220 people from 28 schools from across the Sydney, Parramatta and Broken 
Bay dioceses attended our annual Mini Vinnies Gathering at ACU Strathfield. 
 
The day was a chance for students to reflect on how they are leaders of hope, supporting the work of Vinnies to 
offer support to those struggling in the local community. Students gained a greater understanding of the cost of 
living and the work of Vinnies Support Centres, housing and homelessness, stewardship and the Vinnies Van. 
 
It was wonderful to see so many interested and engaged students willing to be part of the mission of Vinnies 
which everyday brings hope to so many. 
 

     

     

     

New Mini Vinnies Song Launched! 
The new Australian version of the Mini Vinnies song was launched at the Mini Vinnies Gathering. The song was 
written and produced by the Forbes St Band, an initiative of the Ozanam Learning Centre (OLC). 
 
The Forbes St Band creates opportunities for the OLC music program participants to write, record and perform 
original works of music. It is a diverse group of Sydney-based artists who have found belonging and healing 
through their shared passion for music. The Band developed the new song especially for Mini Vinnies students 
and collaborated with students from St Anthony of Padua Catholic College Austral to record the final track. 
 
We invite all schools to learn and use the new song in your community. Click here for the song and video. 

Start a Mini Vinnies Group 
Mini Vinnies is a great way to get young people thinking and talking about their spirituality and to connect their 
faith with issues affecting your community through volunteering, advocacy, and fundraising. Contact your 
Vinnies Schools Engagement Officer today for more information about starting a Mini Vinnies group. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMezYUVPSK8
https://bit.ly/MiniVinniesStarterKit23
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Vinnies Secondary Schools Gathering – 25 July 
90 high school teachers and students from across the Sydney, Parramatta and Broken Bay dioceses attended 
our first-ever Secondary Schools Gathering at ACU Strathfield. 
 
The day was filled with engaging activities that encouraged students to explore social justice issues, develop 
leadership skills and connect with like-minded peers. It was inspiring to witness their enthusiasm and 
commitment to growing as leaders of hope and making a positive difference in their communities. 
 
Looking ahead, we are excited to build upon this experience and plan for an even bigger and more impactful 
gathering next year. 
 

     

     

Vinnies Service Medallion for High School Students 
The Vinnies Service Medallion (VSM) is a state-wide initiative by the St Vincent de Paul 
Society NSW that recognises and celebrates the contributions of secondary students to 
community service, leadership, advocacy and fundraising. The VSM provides a clear and 
flexible framework for students to engage in social justice while acknowledging their 
impact through a formal award. 
 
Students can register via https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au/vinnies-service-medallion/ 

St Vincent de Paul Award for Community Service (Year 12 2025) 
This Award aims to recognise Year 12 students who have demonstrated a significant contribution and 
commitment to social justice and community service throughout their secondary school years. Recipients of the 
Award will receive a certificate in recognition of their efforts. 
 
Each secondary school is invited to submit the names of one or two Year 12 students to receive the Award. 
Nominations can be made via this link by Friday, 5 September. 
 
Graduating Year 12 students are also encouraged to register to join Vinnies Youth to keep in touch with Vinnies 
beyond high school at https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au. 

https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au/vinnies-service-medallion/
https://forms.office.com/r/ccpUh5UtF3
https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au/
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Resources for School Communities  
Spirituality Guide for the Liturgical Year (Year C): 
https://bit.ly/MiniVinniesSpiritualityGuideYearC 
 
Mini Vinnies Starter Kit: 
https://bit.ly/MiniVinniesStarterKit23 
 

Social Justice Factsheets: 
https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au/resources/ 

 
 
Merchandise orders can be placed for: 

• Vinnies (Logo) Lapel Badges 

• Vinnies (Conference Role) Lapel Badges 

• Vinnies Prayer Cards and Bookmarks 
 

Please email your completed ORDER FORM to 
supplycentre@vinnies.org.au. 

Metropolitan Vinnies Van Services – Opportunities for Schools 

Van Services Roster (ages 16+) 
Sydney: Sydney, Bayside, Liverpool, Ryde, 
Cumberland, Brekky Van 
Parramatta: Greater Western Sydney 
Broken Bay: Woy Woy 
 
Sandwich Making Roster 
Sydney | Bayside | Liverpool | Ryde 
Greater Western Sydney | Woy Woy  

Woy Woy Van & Cumberland Van 
Volunteers are needed to assist with the Woy Woy & 
Cumberland Vans Service on a day + night roster 
and sandwich roster. 
 
Snack Pack/Toiletry Pack Making 
School communities can donate items for snack 
packs and toiletry packs or completed packs to 
Vinnies Vans. 

Donations for Vinnies Van Services can be dropped off by appointment to the Lewisham, Greystanes, 
Mount Pritchard, West Ryde or Woy Woy bases.  
 
To drop off donations or to join a roster, please email Viniana Tamanitoakula (Vinnies Van 
Services Assistant): sydneyvv@vinnies.org.au. More information about Vinnies Vans is at: 
www.vinnies.org.au/nsw/find-help/vinnies-vans 

Cumberland Vinnies Van – Volunteers Needed 
Looking for a way to engage parents and support people who need ‘a hand up’? 
 
Vinnies Vans is seeking volunteers to join a team of enthusiastic people who look forward to chatting and 
sharing with people in the Cumberland Area through the Merrylands CBD service.  
 
Both Van drivers and assistants are needed for this daytime service operating every Thursday. 
To find out more, click here. Email Viniana via cumberlandvv@vinnies.org.au to apply. 

  
Join us for a youth-led workshop to explore homelessness in 

Western Sydney, hear how Council and Vinnies are responding, 

and help shape a youth social justice action plan. 

 

 Wednesday 6 August 2025 

 4pm to 5:30pm 

 Auburn Centre for Community 

 

Expect real talk, ice-breakers, and a chance to make a difference. 

Your voice matters. Be the change.  

Register online: 

https://www.cumberland.nsw.gov.au/event/national-

homelessness-week-vinnies-youth-info-session  

https://bit.ly/MiniVinniesSpiritualityGuideYearC
https://bit.ly/MiniVinniesStarterKit23
https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au/resources/
https://youthnsw.vinnies.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Vinnies-Metropolitan-Schools-Merchandise-Order-Form-2025-Fillable.pdf
mailto:supplycentre@vinnies.org.au
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q9vm1kC8FHgKHdNMtjal_fx1ccJI4LJBAp7lntsZ3ks/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MND4swhdfWKL-0Z_jS-q_4iTFpsRrOe5yQ4vA-PhkH8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ibBuHZSLVknQEi1h0xfi5oOgW8X3xOKKd8VobUjpe_U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15apgf872sIlWVJbDYee8b5jVxPWmbAogc8WxSpU2XuE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RGNQMm9y283k1_oiNdrRXk3RXX-tYis-qHOq6onMz0I/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:sydneyvv@vinnies.org.au
http://www.vinnies.org.au/nsw/find-help/vinnies-vans
https://www.volunteer.com.au/volunteering/227056/cumberland-vinnies-van-drivers-and-general-volunteers
mailto:cumberlandvv@vinnies.org.au
https://www.cumberland.nsw.gov.au/event/national-homelessness-week-vinnies-youth-info-session
https://www.cumberland.nsw.gov.au/event/national-homelessness-week-vinnies-youth-info-session


 
 

 

5 

Term 3, 2025 
VINNIES METRO SCHOOLS NEWSLETTER 

 

  



 
 

 

6 

Term 3, 2025 
VINNIES METRO SCHOOLS NEWSLETTER 

 

 



 
 

 

7 

Term 3, 2025 
VINNIES METRO SCHOOLS NEWSLETTER 

 

 



 
 

 

8 

Term 3, 2025 
VINNIES METRO SCHOOLS NEWSLETTER 

 

 


